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GEO IAS

—=It's about quality=——-

WHAT HAS BEEN FIXED IN THIS EDITION
» Exact approved GEO IAS logo + approved Ramakrishna Mission emblem; both retained as page watermarks.
« Exactly 10 fresh UPSC-relevant topics; Indian Express and Mint/Livemint are used alongside PIB and primary institutional material.

¢ Yojana/Kurukshetra are used as Mains enrichment lenses where relevant; IMF/World Bank primary material is used for
macro/development context.

 Every topic has a structured A-H PRELIMS CAPSULE.
* MCQs use varied UPSC formats; answer and detailed explanation appear immediately after each question.
* Maps now use genuine coastlines, international boundaries and geographic locations—not rectangular point diagrams.

« Three structured 15-mark Mains model answers + one separate GS-IV ethical dilemma model answer.
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1. 18th BRICS Summit: Strategic Autonomy, Institutional Reform and the
Global South
UPSC Syllabus & PYQ Relevance

GS II: bilateral/regional/global groupings; effect of policies on India. GS Ill: geoeconomics. PYQ trend: BRICS, multipolarity, Global South,
reform of multilateral institutions.

Why in News

The 18th BRICS Summit opens in New Delhi on 12 September. Indian Express reporting highlights a declaration expected to span
terrorism, institutional reform and economic cooperation, while its editorial stresses BRICS as a forum for keeping difficult conversations
alive rather than a simple anti-West bloc.

KEY POINTS / KEY TAKEAWAYS
« India’s 2026 chairship theme: Building for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability.
* Expanded BRICS has 11 full members, increasing representation but also consensus costs.
« India’s strategic autonomy seeks multiple partnerships rather than bloc alignment.
« Global South agenda includes development finance, institutional reform, technology and energy security.
* BRICS is not a military alliance or customs union.
* New Development Bank is a BRICS-created multilateral development bank.

Context / Background & Concept Explained

BRICS has expanded beyond the original five. Its members differ sharply in security alignments, economic models and relations with the
West. India’s interest lies in issue-based cooperation, reform of global governance, resilient supply chains and strategic autonomy.

STRUCTURED PRELIMS CAPSULE

A. Current Trigger Summit begins in New Delhi.

B. Static Syllabus Link IR: groupings, multipolarity, strategic autonomy.

C. Key Terms / Definitions Strategic autonomy; multipolarity; consensus diplomacy; Global South.

D. Institutions / Laws / BRICS; NDB; UN/IMF/World Bank reform debates.

Provisions

E. Facts & Data 11-member expanded grouping; India chairs the 18th summit.

F. Map / Location Facts Locate all 11 members; note West Asia, Africa, Eurasia, Latin America and Southeast Asia spread.
G. UPSC Traps / Statement Do not equate BRICS with a military alliance, common market or anti-West treaty bloc.

Analysis

H. Quick Revision BRICS # NATO; NDB # IMF; expansion raises both weight and heterogeneity.

Mains Analysis

Political: platform for reformist multipolarity. Economic: trade, development finance and supply-chain resilience. Strategic: India can engage
China/Russia while maintaining Western partnerships. Institutional: larger membership complicates consensus. Global South: offers voice
but must deliver practical outcomes.

YOJANA / KURUKSHETRA / IMF / WORLD BANK ENRICHMENT

« Indian Express editorial lens: value of dialogue among states with divergent interests. Yojana-style enrichment: India’s ‘Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam’ and development-partnership approach can be used cautiously as a normative conclusion.

Practice Question

BRICS is increasingly a test of whether strategic diversity can coexist with practical cooperation. Discuss from India’s
perspective.
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2. BRICS Cross-Border Payments, Local-Currency Trade and Balanced
Market Access
UPSC Syllabus & PYQ Relevance

GS II: international groupings; GS IlI: external sector, digital payments and trade. PYQ trend: rupee internationalisation, payment systems,
trade barriers.

Why in News

India has called for deeper intra-BRICS trade, easier movement of skilled workers, resilient supply chains, greater use of local currencies
and pragmatic cross-border payment linkages.

KEY POINTS / KEY TAKEAWAYS
« Local-currency trade # common currency.
« Payment interoperability # monetary union.
 Non-tariff measures can restrict trade even when tariffs are low.
« Critical minerals are central to resilient industrial supply chains.
* UPI is a payment rail, not a cryptocurrency.
« Trade imbalance and market access remain important for India.

Context / Background & Concept Explained

Local-currency settlement can reduce conversion costs and exposure to third-country payment channels, but it does not require a common
BRICS currency. Interoperable payment systems depend on standards, settlement arrangements, cyber security and regulatory

cooperation.

STRUCTURED PRELIMS CAPSULE

A. Current Trigger BRICS Business Forum and finance discussions.

B. Static Syllabus Link BoP, exchange rate, payment systems, FTAS/NTMs.

C. Key Terms / Definitions Local-currency settlement; interoperability; non-tariff measure; trade settlement.

D. Institutions / Laws / RBI; NPCI/UPI; central banks; NDB.

Provisions

E. Facts & Data Payment linkage can be bilateral/plurilateral without surrendering monetary sovereignty.
F. Map / Location Facts Map BRICS economies and major trade/energy corridors.

G. UPSC Traps / Statement Trap: local currency settlement does not abolish dollar use; UPI is not CBDC; payment linkage is not a
Analysis common currency.

H. Quick Revision Revise UPI, CBDC, current-account convertibility, NTM, NDB.

Mains Analysis

Economic: lower transaction frictions. Monetary: sovereignty retained if national currencies remain. Strategic: diversification of payment
channels. Technology: cyber and interoperability standards. Constraint: imbalanced trade can cause accumulation of unusable partner
currency.

YOJANA / KURUKSHETRA / IMF / WORLD BANK ENRICHMENT

« Mint/Livemint lens: resilient two-way supply chains and balanced market access. IMF enrichment: distinguish reserve-currency
diversification from a formal monetary union.

Practice Question

Examine the opportunities and constraints of local-currency trade settlement for India.
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3. BRICS Bharat Innovates: Deep-Tech Diplomacy and Technology
Sovereignty
UPSC Syllabus & PYQ Relevance

GS IlI: science & technology, indigenisation, Al, renewable energy, robotics; GS II: science diplomacy. PYQ trend: emerging technology and
self-reliance.

Why in News

The Bharat Innovates Exposition at the BRICS Summit showcases 37 innovations including Al-enabled cervical-cancer screening, floating
solar PV, marine robotics, rare-earth-free e-powertrains and maternal-fetal monitoring.

KEY POINTS / KEY TAKEAWAYS
« Deep tech is rooted in scientific/engineering advances rather than only business-model innovation.
« Floating solar can reduce land pressure but requires reservoir/ecological assessment.
« Rare-earth-free motors can reduce strategic mineral dependence.
» Marine robotics has ocean research, security and industrial uses.
« Al medical screening requires validation, privacy and human oversight.
« Science diplomacy can turn research networks into strategic partnerships.

Context / Background & Concept Explained

Deep-tech innovation is research-intensive, capital-intensive and often has long gestation periods. International exposition can connect
higher-education labs and startups with investors, corporations and research partners.

STRUCTURED PRELIMS CAPSULE

A. Current Trigger BRICS Bharat Innovates exposition.

B. Static Syllabus Link Al, robotics, renewable energy, critical minerals.

C. Key Terms / Definitions Deep tech; technology readiness; floating PV; e-powertrain.

D. Institutions / Laws / Ministry of Education; MEA; HElIs; research parks/startups.

Provisions

E. Facts & Data 37 innovations displayed; second major Bharat Innovates exposition of 2026.

F. Map / Location Facts New Delhi/Bharat Mandapam; connect marine robotics to Indian Ocean geography.

G. UPSC Traps / Statement Trap: innovation showcase is not the same as commercial deployment; Al screening is not autonomous
Analysis diagnosis.

H. Quick Revision Revise Al validation, floating solar, rare earths, marine robotics, deep-tech financing.

Mains Analysis

Innovation: bridges lab-to-market gap. Strategic: technology sovereignty and reduced mineral dependence. Social: health-tech can improve
access. Economic: deep-tech needs patient capital. Governance: standards, safety and IP frameworks are crucial.

YOJANA / KURUKSHETRA / IMF / WORLD BANK ENRICHMENT

* World Bank Al-foundations lens: affordable and context-specific Al can widen development gains, but compute, data, skills and
governance are foundational.

Practice Question

How can science diplomacy and deep-tech ecosystems strengthen India’s strategic autonomy?
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4. India—EU FTA Nears Signature: Trade, Standards and Strategic Resilience
UPSC Syllabus & PYQ Relevance
GS II: India—EU relations; GS llII: trade and industry. PYQ trend: FTAs, trade blocs, non-tariff barriers.
Why in News
Indian Express reports India and the EU are close to sealing the trade agreement, awaiting a top-level Council nod in Brussels.
KEY POINTS / KEY TAKEAWAYS

* FTA # customs union.

 Rules of origin determine whether goods qualify for preferences.

* SPS and TBT measures are major non-tariff disciplines.

« European Council and Council of the EU are distinct institutions.

« Trade creation and trade diversion are classic FTA effects.

« India seeks market access, investment and supply-chain diversification.

Context / Background & Concept Explained

An FTA reduces barriers among partners while members normally retain their own external tariffs. Rules of origin prevent trade deflection.
EU regulatory standards on carbon, products, food safety and data can be commercially significant.

STRUCTURED PRELIMS CAPSULE

A. Current Trigger India—EU FTA moving toward signature.

B. Static Syllabus Link International trade and regional economic integration.

C. Key Terms / Definitions FTA; customs union; rules of origin; SPS; TBT.

D. Institutions / Laws / European Commission, European Council, Council of EU, European Parliament.
Provisions

E. Facts & Data Tariff reduction does not automatically remove regulatory barriers.

F. Map / Location Facts Locate Brussels, Rotterdam, Suez, Mediterranean, Arabian Sea and Mumbai.

G. UPSC Traps / Statement Trap: European Council # Council of EU; FTA does not impose common external tariff.
Analysis

H. Quick Revision Revise ROO, SPS/TBT, trade creation/diversion, EU institutions.

Mains Analysis

Economic: export and investment opportunity. Regulatory: compliance costs can hurt MSMESs. Strategic: diversifies supply chains. Climate:
carbon-related standards matter. Domestic: sensitive sectors need adjustment support.

YOJANA / KURUKSHETRA / IMF / WORLD BANK ENRICHMENT

« World Bank trade-reform lens: lower trade costs and stronger investment can lift productivity, but domestic competitiveness and logistics
determine realised gains.

Practice Question

How can the India—EU FTA improve strategic resilience while creating adjustment costs for domestic sectors?
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5. West Asia Energy Shock: Saudi East-West Pipeline, Hormuz and
Bab-el-Mandeb
UPSC Syllabus & PYQ Relevance

GS II: West Asia; GS IlI: energy security and external sector; GS I: world geography. PYQ trend: chokepoints and India’s energy
vulnerability.

Why in News

Saudi Arabia temporarily shut its East—West oil pipeline after an attack, while shipping through Hormuz has fallen sharply amid regional
conflict. This raises the UPSC relevance of bypass routes and maritime chokepoints.

KEY POINTS / KEY TAKEAWAYS
« Strait of Hormuz links Persian Gulf with Gulf of Oman/Arabian Sea.
» Bab-el-Mandeb connects Red Sea with Gulf of Aden.
* Saudi East—-West pipeline terminates toward Yanbu on Red Sea.
* Bypassing Hormuz does not eliminate Red Sea/Bab-el-Mandeb risk.
« India is highly sensitive to oil-price and freight shocks.

* Energy chokepoints can affect inflation, CAD, rupee and fiscal balances.

Context / Background & Concept Explained

The East—West pipeline carries crude from eastern Saudi fields toward the Red Sea port of Yanbu, partly reducing dependence on Hormuz.
Yet Red Sea access itself is exposed to Bab-el-Mandeb risks.

STRUCTURED PRELIMS CAPSULE

A. Current Trigger Attack-induced pipeline shutdown and Hormuz disruption.

B. Static Syllabus Link World map, oil geography, BoP/inflation.

C. Key Terms / Definitions Chokepoint; pipeline bypass; freight premium; energy security.

D. Institutions / Laws / IEA/OPEC are relevant institutions; Indian response spans petroleum, shipping and RBl/fiscal channels.

Provisions

E. Facts & Data Pipeline geography can diversify routes but not remove geopolitical risk.

F. Map / Location Facts Mark Hormuz, Persian Gulf, Gulf of Oman, Arabian Sea, Bab-el-Mandeb, Red Sea, Yanbu, Yemen and
Oman.

G. UPSC Traps / Statement Trap: Hormuz does not connect Red Sea; Bab-el-Mandeb does not open into Persian Gulf.

Analysis

H. Quick Revision Revise chokepoints, oil shock transmission, SPR, CAD.

Mains Analysis

External: import bill and CAD. Inflation: fuel/transport pass-through. Strategic: route diversification and SPR. Maritime: insurance/freight rise.
Diplomacy: India needs balanced relations across Gulf states.

YOJANA / KURUKSHETRA / IMF / WORLD BANK ENRICHMENT

* IMF WEO enrichment: global growth faces war-related headwinds; energy-price shocks transmit differently depending on import
dependence and policy buffers.

Practice Question

Map-based geopolitical disruptions increasingly transmit into India’s macroeconomy. Explain with reference to West
Asian energy chokepoints.
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6. Orangutan Repatriation and Transnational Wildlife Trafficking

UPSC Syllabus & PYQ Relevance

GS IlI: biodiversity and wildlife crime; GS II: international conventions. PYQ trend: CITES, endangered species, wildlife trafficking.
Why in News

As India probes the origin of five baby orangutans, Indonesia is preparing for possible repatriation; authorities are examining the possibility
of an organised transnational trafficking network.

KEY POINTS / KEY TAKEAWAYS
« Orangutans are native to Borneo and Sumatra, not India.
» CITES regulates international trade in listed wild species.
« Wildlife trafficking is linked to organised crime and zoonotic/biosecurity risks.
« Species identification and provenance can use genetic/forensic tools.
* Repatriation requires coordination over health, custody and legal evidence.
« Habitat loss and illegal trade are distinct but reinforcing threats.

Context / Background & Concept Explained

Orangutans are great apes native to Southeast Asia, especially Borneo and Sumatra. lllegal wildlife trade can involve source, transit and
destination countries and requires forensic, customs and international cooperation.

STRUCTURED PRELIMS CAPSULE

A. Current Trigger Five baby orangutans under origin probe.

B. Static Syllabus Link Biodiversity, CITES, Southeast Asian geography.

C. Key Terms / Definitions Repatriation; wildlife forensics; Appendix listing; transnational organised crime.

D. Institutions / Laws / CITES; customs; wildlife authorities; INTERPOL cooperation may be relevant.

Provisions

E. Facts & Data Orangutan distribution is restricted to Borneo/Sumatra.

F. Map / Location Facts Mark Sumatra, Borneo, Indonesia, Malaysia, Malacca Strait and India.

G. UPSC Traps / Statement Trap: orangutan # African great ape; Borneo is shared by Indonesia, Malaysia and Brunei.
Analysis

H. Quick Revision Revise great apes, CITES, wildlife crime, island geography.

Mains Analysis

Ecological: endangered species loss. Governance: porous trade routes and online markets. Legal: cross-border evidence. Ethical: sentient
wildlife treated as commodities. Health: quarantine and zoonotic risks.

YOJANA / KURUKSHETRA / IMF / WORLD BANK ENRICHMENT

» Kurukshetra-style community lens: local livelihoods and community stewardship around forest landscapes are important complements to
enforcement.

Practice Question

Why does wildlife trafficking require an international organised-crime approach in addition to conventional conservation
law?
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7. 80 Lakh HPV Vaccine Doses: Cervical-Cancer Prevention as Public Health
Policy

UPSC Syllabus & PYQ Relevance

GS II: health, government interventions; GS 1lI: biotechnology. PYQ trend: preventive health, immunisation and disease burden.

Why in News

PIB reports India has administered 80 lakh HPV vaccine doses under the nationwide programme launched in 2026.
KEY POINTS / KEY TAKEAWAYS

* HPV is a DNA virus with multiple types.

« High-risk HPV infection is causally linked to cervical cancer.

« Vaccination prevents infection/disease; it does not treat established cancer.

« Screening and vaccination are complementary.

« India’s programme targets adolescent girls in the specified age cohort.

 Public-health success depends on coverage, cold chain, awareness and follow-up.

Context / Background & Concept Explained

Persistent infection with high-risk human papillomavirus types is the major cause of cervical cancer. Vaccination is preventive, not
therapeutic. Screening remains important because vaccines do not cover every oncogenic HPV type and many adults may already have

exposure.

STRUCTURED PRELIMS CAPSULE

A. Current Trigger 80 lakh doses milestone.

B. Static Syllabus Link Communicable disease, vaccines, cancer prevention.

C. Key Terms / Definitions HPV; oncogenic type; primary prevention; screening.

D. Institutions / Laws / MoHFW; immunisation system; WHO elimination framework as background.
Provisions

E. Facts & Data National programme launched in Feb 2026 for eligible adolescent girls.

F. Map / Location Facts No major map needed; revise health-service delivery and state-level coverage variation.
G. UPSC Traps / Statement Trap: HPV vaccine is not a cancer treatment; cervical cancer is not caused by HPV in every single case.
Analysis

H. Quick Revision Revise vaccine vs screening, primary/secondary prevention, herd effects.

Mains Analysis

Health: prevention lowers future cancer burden. Gender: improves women's health equity. Behavioural: misinformation and stigma can
lower uptake. Fiscal: prevention can be cost-effective. Governance: last-mile delivery and surveillance matter.

YOJANA / KURUKSHETRA / IMF / WORLD BANK ENRICHMENT

« Yojana-style health-governance lens: convergence of frontline workers, schools, families and public communication is central to
population-level prevention.

Practice Question

Preventive vaccination programmes succeed only when biomedical efficacy is matched by social trust and delivery
capacity. Discuss.
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8. PM Matsya Sampada Yojana: Fisheries, Blue Economy and Value-Chain
Modernisation

UPSC Syllabus & PYQ Relevance

GS lll: fisheries, food processing, infrastructure and inclusive growth. PYQ trend: blue economy, allied agriculture sectors.

Why in News

A fresh PIB backgrounder highlights PMMSY’s role in strengthening fisheries and notes a record m 2,500 crore allocation.
KEY POINTS / KEY TAKEAWAYS

« Fisheries is an allied sector with livelihood, nutrition and export significance.

« Aquaculture differs from capture fisheries.

« Cold-chain gaps cause post-harvest losses.

 Blue economy includes but is broader than fisheries.

 Traceability matters for export standards.

» Coastal and inland fisheries require different ecological management.

Context / Background & Concept Explained

Fisheries policy spans capture fisheries, aquaculture, seed/feed quality, cold chain, harbours, processing, traceability, insurance and market
access. Sustainability is essential because overfishing and habitat degradation can erase short-term gains.

STRUCTURED PRELIMS CAPSULE

A. Current Trigger Fresh PMMSY backgrounder and allocation.

B. Static Syllabus Link Agriculture/allied sectors; blue economy.

C. Key Terms / Definitions Aquaculture; mariculture; capture fishery; value chain; traceability.

D. Institutions / Laws / Department of Fisheries; PMMSY.

Provisions

E. Facts & Data m 2,500 crore allocation highlighted in PIB backgrounder.

F. Map / Location Facts Map major coasts, EEZ context, inland river/reservoir fisheries.

G. UPSC Traps / Statement Trap: blue economy # only marine fishing; aquaculture can be inland.
Analysis

H. Quick Revision Revise EEZ, mariculture, cold chain, fisheries institutions.

Mains Analysis

Economic: jobs and exports. Nutrition: affordable protein. Social: small fishers need insurance/market power. Environment: carrying capacity
and mangroves. Technology: traceability and cold chain.

YOJANA / KURUKSHETRA / IMF / WORLD BANK ENRICHMENT

« Kurukshetra lens: fisheries can diversify rural incomes, but producer institutions, local infrastructure and risk protection determine
inclusiveness.

Practice Question

How can India expand fisheries output without undermining marine and inland ecological sustainability?
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9. IMF on India: Growth Resilience and Statistical-Framework Modernisation
UPSC Syllabus & PYQ Relevance

GS IlI: growth, national income, statistics and international institutions. PYQ trend: GDP/GVA, data quality, IMF.

Why in News

In its 10 September briefing, the IMF described India as a key global growth engine and welcomed efforts to modernise macroeconomic
statistical frameworks; the issue remains current amid debate on GDP measurement.

KEY POINTS / KEY TAKEAWAYS

* GDP measures final value added in the domestic economy; GVA measures producer/sector value added before product taxes/subsidies
adjustment.

* Real GDP removes price effects using constant-price methodology.

« Base-year revision updates weights and economic structure.

« IMF surveillance relies on comparable and credible macro data.

« Statistical modernisation can improve coverage of services, informal activity and digital economy.

¢ Revisions are normal in national accounts but should be transparent.

Context / Background & Concept Explained

Macroeconomic statistics guide fiscal, monetary and investment decisions. Revisions, base-year updates and better high-frequency data
can improve measurement, but transparency and methodological consistency are vital for credibility.

STRUCTURED PRELIMS CAPSULE

A. Current Trigger IMF briefing and ongoing GDP-data debate.

B. Static Syllabus Link National income accounting; IMF.

C. Key Terms / Definitions GDP, GVA, nominal vs real, deflator, base year, revision.

D. Institutions / Laws / MoSPI/NSO; IMF.

Provisions

E. Facts & Data Q1 FY27 real GDP growth was reported at 7.8% in official Indian data.

F. Map / Location Facts No map required; connect India to IMF/Washington institutional geography only if asked.

G. UPSC Traps / Statement Trap: GDP # GVA; nominal growth includes price changes; base-year change does not automatically
Analysis mean manipulation.

H. Quick Revision Revise GDP identity, GVA, deflator, base year, IMF surveillance.

Mains Analysis

Economic: reliable data improves policy. Institutional: credibility depends on transparency and independence. Technology: administrative
and digital datasets expand measurement. Challenge: informal economy and rapid structural change.

YOJANA / KURUKSHETRA / IMF / WORLD BANK ENRICHMENT

« IMF primary-source lens: growth resilience should be read alongside global war/technology crosscurrents; World Bank lens: long-run
gains require domestic reform and investment, not headline growth alone.

Practice Question

Why is statistical credibility a public good in a modern economy? Discuss with reference to national accounts.
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10. BRICS Infrastructure Finance: PPP Guarantees, Bankability and Hidden
Fiscal Risk

UPSC Syllabus & PYQ Relevance

GS IlI: infrastructure, investment models and fiscal policy; GS II: multilateral institutions. PYQ trend: PPP and infrastructure financing.
Why in News

BRICS finance ministers and central-bank governors backed stronger PPP frameworks, risk-sharing mechanisms and multilateral
guarantees to attract private capital into emerging-market infrastructure.

KEY POINTS / KEY TAKEAWAYS
« PPP # privatisation.
« Guarantee # grant; it is a contingent promise.
« Viability Gap Funding supports socially/economically useful but financially marginal projects.
« Development banks can crowd in private finance.
« Poorly designed guarantees can socialise losses.
« Project preparation and dispute resolution strongly affect bankability.

Context / Background & Concept Explained

Infrastructure has high upfront costs, long payback periods and policy/demand risks. Guarantees can improve bankability but create
contingent liabilities for government. Good PPPs allocate risk to the party best able to manage it.

STRUCTURED PRELIMS CAPSULE

A. Current Trigger BRICS finance statement on infrastructure.

B. Static Syllabus Link PPP, fiscal risks, development finance.

C. Key Terms / Definitions Bankability; guarantee; contingent liability; VGF; risk allocation.

D. Institutions / Laws / NDB; finance ministries; MDBs.

Provisions

E. Facts & Data Guarantees lower some risks but do not remove project risk.

F. Map / Location Facts No mandatory map; relate to BRICS development-finance geography.

G. UPSC Traps / Statement Trap: off-budget contingent liability is still fiscal risk; PPP is not risk transfer of everything to private party.
Analysis

H. Quick Revision Revise BOT/HAM-type logic, VGF, contingent liabilities, MDB guarantees.

Mains Analysis

Finance: mobilises capital. Fiscal: hidden liabilities can accumulate. Governance: contracts and renegotiation must be transparent. Social:
affordability and service quality. Multilateral: guarantees can crowd in institutional investors.

YOJANA / KURUKSHETRA / IMF / WORLD BANK ENRICHMENT

< Mint/Livemint provides the current trigger; World Bank-style project-finance lens supports strong preparation, transparent risk allocation
and institutional capacity.

Practice Question

Public guarantees can unlock infrastructure finance but can also create hidden fiscal risks. Critically examine.
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ORIGINAL POLITICAL & GEOGRAPHICAL MAP PRACTICE

These maps use a genuine political-geographical base with coastlines and international boundaries. Students should first study the labelled
version, then reproduce the outline and mark the same features in a blank-map notebook.

BRICS 2026 — Political Location Practice
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Orangutan Range & Trafficking Geography — Southeast Asia
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India-EU Trade Route Practice — Europe to India via Suez & Hormuz
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UPSC PRELIMS — STRUCTURED CURRENT-AFFAIRS MCQs

Q1. With reference to BRICS, consider the following statements:

1. Itis atreaty-based military alliance.

2. The New Development Bank emerged from BRICS cooperation.

3. Expansion can increase representativeness while making consensus more difficult.

(@lonly (b)2and3only (c)land3only (d)1,2and3
ANSWER: (b)

« Statement 1 is incorrect: BRICS is not a military alliance. Statement 2 is correct: the NDB was created by BRICS members. Statement 3
is analytically correct because a larger, more diverse membership broadens representation but increases preference heterogeneity.
Elimination: reject every option containing Statement 1. Prelims takeaway: never infer treaty obligations from a political-economic
forum.

Q2. Assertion (A): Local-currency settlement among BRICS members does not necessarily require acommon BRICS
currency.

Reason (R): Cross-border transactions can be invoiced and settled in national currencies through bilateral or
interoperable payment arrangements.

(a) Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A (b) Both true, but R is not the correct explanation (c) A true, R false (d) A
false, R true

ANSWER: (a)

« Both are true and R explains A. National-currency settlement can occur while each central bank retains its own monetary policy. A
common currency would require a much deeper institutional architecture. Trap: payment-system linkage # currency union; UPI # CBDC.

Q3. Match the following innovation with the most direct strategic relevance:
1. Rare-earth-free e-powertrain — reducing critical-mineral dependence

2. Floating solar PV — reducing land requirement for solar deployment

3. Marine robotics — ocean observation and underwater operations

(@) 1 only (b) 1 and 2 only (c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3
ANSWER: (d)

« All three pairs are correctly matched. Rare-earth-free motors can lower exposure to concentrated mineral supply chains; floating PV
uses water surfaces but still needs ecological assessment; marine robotics supports research, industry and security. Takeaway: UPSC
increasingly links technology to geography and strategic autonomy.

Q4. An FTA differs from a customs union because an FTA generally:

(a) requires a common currency (b) permits members to retain separate external tariffs, making rules of origin important (c) abolishes all
non-tariff measures (d) creates a supranational legislature

ANSWER: (b)

« FTA members reduce barriers among themselves but generally retain independent tariffs against non-members. Rules of origin prevent
trade deflection through the lowest-tariff member. A customs union adds a common external tariff. Trap: tariff preference does not
automatically remove SPS/TBT standards.

Q5. Consider the following pairs:

1. Strait of Hormuz — Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman
2. Bab-el-Mandeb — Red Sea and Gulf of Aden

3. Suez Canal — Mediterranean Sea and Red Sea

(@)1 only (b) 1and 2 only (c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3
ANSWER: (d)

« All are correct. Together they form a high-value chain of maritime chokepoints linking Gulf energy flows and Europe—Asia shipping.
Elimination logic: Hormuz is east of the Persian Gulf; Bab-el-Mandeb is at the southern Red Sea; Suez is at the northern Red Sea.
Map trap: do not interchange Hormuz and Bab-el-Mandeb.

Q6. Orangutans are naturally associated primarily with:

(a) Madagascar and Seychelles (b) Borneo and Sumatra (c) Congo Basin and Cameroon (d) Western Ghats and Sri Lanka
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ANSWER: (b)

< Wild orangutans occur on Borneo and Sumatra. Borneo is politically shared by Indonesia, Malaysia and Brunei. Static-current linkage:
the repatriation story should trigger CITES, great apes, island geography and wildlife-trafficking revision.

Q7. Which statement about HPV vaccination is most accurate?

(a) It treats established cervical cancer (b) It eliminates the need for cervical screening in all women (c) It is a primary-prevention tool against
infection by important oncogenic HPV types (d) HPV is a bacterium

ANSWER: (c)

* HPV is a virus, and vaccination is preventive. It does not treat established cancer and does not make screening irrelevant because
vaccines do not cover every oncogenic type and prior exposure can occur. Trap: vaccine efficacy against infection/disease must not be
confused with cancer treatment.

Q8. Consider the following statements about fisheries:
1. Aquaculture necessarily means marine fishing.

2. Blue economy is broader than fisheries alone.

3. Traceability can matter for seafood export standards.

(@) 1 only (b) 2and 3only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3
ANSWER: (b)

« Statement 1 is false: aquaculture can be inland or marine. Statements 2 and 3 are correct. Blue economy includes shipping, ports,
marine energy, tourism, biotechnology and ecosystem services in addition to fisheries. Trap: marine economy and capture fishing are
not synonymous.

Q9. With reference to national income accounting, consider the following:
1. Real GDP attempts to remove price effects.

2. GVA measures value added by producers/sectors.

3. A base-year revision is by itself proof of data manipulation.

(@)1 and 2 only (b) 2 only (c) 1 and 3 only (d) 1, 2 and 3

ANSWER: (a)

« Statements 1 and 2 are correct. Statement 3 is false: statistical systems periodically update base years and weights to reflect structural
change. The key issue is transparent methodology and comparable back-series. Takeaway: distinguish methodological revision from
political interpretation.

Q10. A sovereign guarantee in a PPP project is best understood as:

(a) a grant that never creates fiscal risk (b) a contingent promise that can improve bankability but may create future fiscal liabilities (c)
complete privatisation of the project (d) a substitute for project appraisal

ANSWER: (b)

A guarantee is contingent: payment may arise if specified events occur. It can reduce financing costs but must be valued, capped and
disclosed. Trap: off-budget does not mean off-risk; PPP should allocate each risk to the party best able to manage it.
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MAINS MODEL ANSWERS — 3 x 15 MARKS | ~250 WORDS

Q1. BRICS is increasingly a test of whether strategic diversity can coexist
with practical cooperation. Discuss from India’s perspective. (15 marks | 250
words)

Introduction

BRICS has evolved from a five-economy forum into an expanded platform spanning Asia, Africa, West Asia and Latin America. Its growing
weight enhances the voice of the Global South, but its members differ sharply in security alignments and relations with the West.

Body — Multidimensional Analysis

Strategic autonomy: India can work with Russia and China in BRICS while simultaneously deepening partnerships with the US, EU, Japan
and others.

Global governance: BRICS can press for reform of multilateral development banks, the IMF quota system and wider representation in
global institutions.

Economic cooperation: Local-currency settlement, resilient supply chains, critical minerals and development finance offer practical areas
of convergence.

Limits: India—China tensions, West Asian rivalries and divergent approaches to the West make bloc-style uniformity unrealistic.
Opportunity: Precisely because members disagree, BRICS can preserve channels of dialogue during periods of geopolitical fragmentation.
Way Forward

India should prioritise deliverables rather than ideological positioning: transparent trade facilitation, NDB effectiveness, technology
cooperation, resilient supply chains and issue-based institutional reform.

Conclusion

BRICS will serve India best as a platform of plural cooperation, not rigid alignment. Its credibility will depend on converting diversity into
workable consensus while preserving members’ strategic autonomy.

Q2. Map-based geopolitical disruptions increasingly transmit into India’s
macroeconomy. Explain with reference to West Asian energy chokepoints.
(15 marks | 250 words)

Introduction

India’s dependence on imported crude makes distant maritime geography a domestic economic variable. Current stress around the Strait of
Hormuz and Saudi Arabia’s East—West pipeline illustrates how chokepoints, pipelines and conflict can affect inflation and growth.

Body — Multidimensional Analysis

External sector: Higher oil prices and freight costs widen the import bill and can pressure the current account and rupee.
Inflation: Fuel and transport costs pass through to logistics, fertilisers and manufactured goods.

Fiscal channel: Tax adjustments or subsidies can shift part of the shock to government finances.

Geography: Hormuz links the Persian Gulf to the Gulf of Oman; Saudi's East—West pipeline can bypass Hormuz but ends on the Red Sea,
whose access depends on Bab-el-Mandeb.

Strategic response: Diversified suppliers, strategic petroleum reserves, long-term contracts, domestic alternatives and maritime diplomacy
reduce vulnerability.

Way Forward

India should combine adequate strategic reserves, diversified crude baskets, stronger refining flexibility, renewable/electric mobility
expansion and active diplomacy with Gulf and Red Sea states.

Conclusion

Energy security is therefore not only a question of reserves or production. It is the capacity to withstand geographic, financial and
geopolitical disruption across the entire supply chain.

Q3. Why is statistical credibility a public good in a modern economy?
Discuss with reference to national accounts. (15 marks | 250 words)
Introduction

Macroeconomic statistics influence monetary policy, budgets, investment decisions, credit ratings and public debate. Their value therefore
extends beyond government and resembles a public good: the whole economy benefits when data are timely, comparable and trusted.
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Body — Multidimensional Analysis

Policy quality: Reliable GDP, GVA, inflation and employment data improve calibration of fiscal and monetary policy.
Investment: Firms and investors use national accounts to judge demand, sectoral opportunities and risk.
Accountability: Transparent methods allow Parliament, researchers and citizens to evaluate economic claims.

Modernisation: Base-year revisions and new administrative/digital datasets can better capture services, informal activity and structural
change.

Credibility risks: Opaque revisions, weak metadata or politicised communication can reduce trust even when technical changes are
legitimate.

Way Forward

Strengthen NSO capacity, publish methods and revision schedules, improve survey quality, enable independent technical scrutiny and
communicate uncertainty rather than presenting estimates as infallible.

Conclusion

Statistical credibility is not about preventing revisions; revisions are normal. It is about ensuring that measurement evolves transparently
enough for users to trust both the numbers and the institutions producing them.
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GS-IV ETHICAL DILEMMA — FULL MODEL ANSWER

Case Study: You are a senior wildlife officer at an international airport. Five infant orangutans are intercepted in a
trafficking case. A foreign government seeks rapid repatriation, arguing that specialised rehabilitation is available only in
the animals’ native habitat. Your investigation team warns that immediate transfer may destroy evidentiary continuity
needed to identify an organised trafficking network. Animal-welfare experts say prolonged detention in India may harm
the infants. Media pressure is intense. What should you do?

1. Stakeholders

The orangutans; Indian wildlife/customs authorities; foreign wildlife authorities; courts/prosecutors; investigators; rehabilitation experts;
airline/airport actors; local public; conservation community; potential future trafficking victims.

2. Core Ethical Conflict

Immediate welfare of sentient animals versus long-term enforcement needed to dismantle the trafficking network; international cooperation
versus domestic evidentiary responsibility; speed versus due process.

3. Competing Values

Compassion, non-maleficence, rule of law, accountability, international cooperation, ecological stewardship, scientific integrity,
proportionality and public trust.

4. Ethical Principles

Best-interest/welfare principle for live animals; public duty to enforce conservation law; least-harm principle; procedural fairness;
inter-generational environmental responsibility; evidence-based administration.

5. Options and Pros/Cons

Option A — Immediate repatriation: maximises near-term welfare and diplomatic cooperation, but may compromise evidence and weaken
prosecution.

Option B — Retain animals until the criminal case is substantially complete: protects evidentiary control but may impose avoidable
welfare harm.

Option C — Parallel-track solution: urgently complete veterinary examination, DNA/provenance sampling, photography, microchipping
and legally admissible documentation; obtain court/prosecutorial approval; create joint chain-of-custody arrangements; then transfer the
animals to an accredited rehabilitation centre while investigation continues through shared evidence. This best balances duties.

6. Preferred Course of Action

Adopt Option C. Convene a joint team of investigators, veterinarians, prosecutors and foreign counterparts. Secure all non-repeatable
evidence first; digitally preserve records; obtain judicial directions where required; formalise evidence-sharing and witness cooperation;
repatriate as soon as the welfare and evidentiary thresholds are satisfied.

7. Implementation Safeguards

Independent veterinary certification; documented chain of custody; genetic samples preserved in India; mutual legal-assistance channels;
periodic welfare reporting after repatriation; confidentiality during investigation; internal audit of airport vulnerabilities; action against
complicit officials if discovered.

8. Constitutional / Public-Service Values

Rule of law; compassion for living creatures as a constitutional environmental value; integrity, objectivity, accountability, empathy,
international cooperation and commitment to public interest.

9. Ethical Conclusion

The ethical choice is not to sacrifice welfare for prosecution or prosecution for welfare. Good public administration designs a lawful process
that protects the vulnerable animals while preserving enough evidence to prevent the next trafficking episode.
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SOURCE & ENRICHMENT MATRIX
PRIMARY / CURRENT SOURCES

* PIB: HPV vaccination milestone; PM Matsya Sampada Yojana; BRICS trade and Bharat Innovates releases.

* The Indian Express: BRICS declaration/editorial, India—EU FTA, orangutan trafficking/repatriation, West Asia pipeline and chokepoint
developments.

< Mint/Livemint: BRICS trade/local-currency agenda and PPP/guarantee infrastructure-finance developments.
« IMF: September 10 press briefing and July 2026 World Economic Outlook Update for macroeconomic context.

» World Bank: India/development and Al/trade reform material for analytical enrichment.
HOW YOJANA & KURUKSHETRA ARE USED
« They are not forced as a same-day news trigger when the issue is older.
« Yojana-style policy/governance perspectives are used for health, technology and public-service delivery.
« Kurukshetra-style rural livelihood/community perspectives are used for fisheries, biodiversity and inclusive development.

« This keeps the daily edition current while retaining high-quality Mains enrichment.

ABBREVIATIONS & FULL FORMS

Al — Atrtificial Intelligence

BoP — Balance of Payments

BRICS — Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa (historical acronym; grouping now expanded)
CITES — Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
FTA — Free Trade Agreement

GVA — Gross Value Added

HEI — Higher Education Institution

HPV — Human Papillomavirus

IMF — International Monetary Fund

MEA — Ministry of External Affairs

MDB — Multilateral Development Bank

NDB — New Development Bank

NSO — National Statistical Office

PMMSY — Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana

PPP — Public—Private Partnership

ROO — Rules of Origin

SPS — Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures

TBT — Technical Barriers to Trade

UPI — Unified Payments Interface

VGF — Viability Gap Funding
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